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� WILDHORSE CANYON, IDAHO

TRAIL SNAPSHOT
LOCATION:
Wildhorse Canyon area, Idaho

DISTANCE:
About 0.69 miles one way

DIFFICULTY:
Easy

BEST SEASON:
Spring to fall

BEST FOR:
Young children, classrooms, waterfalls

Fall Creek Waterfall Trail is a short, scenic trail with flowing water, rocky
canyon textures, shaded forest sections, and a rewarding
waterfall-focused experience. It is especially useful for families with
young children or groups who want a simple outing with strong sensory
connections.

READ. HIKE. CONNECT.
Stories in books. Adventures outside.

readandhikeidaho.org



READ & HIKE IDAHO FALL CREEK WATERFALL TRAIL 2

READ. HIKE. CONNECT.
Stories in books. Adventures outside.

readandhikeidaho.org

Detailed Trail Guide
Fall Creek Waterfall Trail is a short, family-friendly outing in the Wildhorse Canyon area. The trail
offers flowing water, rocky canyon textures, shaded forest sections, and a peaceful place to slow
down and explore. The sound of water, cool shade, and rock formations make it a natural place for
observation prompts and wonder questions.

Quick Trail Facts
LOCATION Wildhorse Canyon area, Idaho

DISTANCE Approximately 0.69 miles one way; about 1.4 miles round trip

DIFFICULTY Easy

ESTIMATED TIME 30 to 60 minutes

BEST SEASON Spring to fall

RESTROOMS /
PARKING

The Fall Creek Trailhead includes an accessible toilet according to Forest
Service trailhead information.

FAMILY-FRIENDLY
NOTES

A good choice for young children, short outings, classrooms, and families
wanting a quick nature experience.

SAFETY
REMINDERS

Watch for wet or slippery surfaces. Supervise children near water and rocks.
Stay on marked routes.

Family Hiking Reminder
Use this guide flexibly. Pick a safe turnaround point, pack water and layers, and check current trail or weather
conditions before visiting.
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Read Before & After
Books that connect to this trail
Use these books before the hike to build curiosity and after the hike to extend family conversation.
Choose one short read-aloud, one longer title, or a mix for different ages.

READ BEFORE YOU GO
● The Hike by Alison Farrell
● A Stone Sat Still by Brendan Wenzel
● Water Is Water by Miranda Paul
● Over and Under the Pond by Kate Messner
● The Busy Tree by Jennifer Ward

READ AFTER YOU HIKE
● Creekfinding by Jacqueline Briggs Martin
● The Wild Robot by Peter Brown
● A Wolf Called Wander by Rosanne Parry
● Last Child in the Woods by Richard Louv
● The Nature Fix by Florence Williams

Family Conversation Prompts
● What did the water sound like?
● What part of the book reminded you of this trail?
● How did the shaded canyon feel different from open areas?
● What was one small detail you noticed?
● What can we do to protect creek and waterfall areas?
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Trail Activities
Observe, search, sketch, and wonder

Observation Prompt
Listen to the water. How does the sound change as you move closer or farther away?

Scavenger Hunt
□  Flowing water
□  Wet rock
□  A shady spot
□  A plant growing near water
□  A bird or insect

□  A smooth rock
□  A rough rock
□  A water sound
□  A safe place to pause
□  Something that makes you wonder

Drawing or Journaling
Draw the waterfall or creek using lines that show
movement. Add words around the drawing to describe
the sound.

Simple Nature Activity
Rock texture study: without taking rocks home, gently
touch or observe nearby rocks. Compare smooth,
rough, dry, wet, light, and dark surfaces.
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Age-Level Variations
Ways to use this trail with every age

Ages 0-3 Listen for water and practice movement words like splash, drip, rush, and flow.

Ages 4-7 Draw the waterfall and choose three sound words to describe it.

Ages 8-12 Write a short field note about how water changes rocks, plants, or soil.

Teens Create a short photo or sketch study of texture: water, rock, bark, moss, or
shadow.

Adults / Family
Read-Aloud

Read a water-themed picture book or poem and talk about how the trail sounds
match the words.

Downloadable Printables
● Trail guide PDF
● Waterfall wonder notes
● Field notes page
● Drawing journal page
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Before You Go
Trail distances, access, amenities, and seasonal conditions can change. Families should check the
managing agency, recent trail reports, weather, road conditions, and posted trailhead signs before
visiting.

Source Notes
● Forest Service information lists Fall Creek Trailhead as access to Waterfall Trail #4344, Fall Creek Trail, and Moose Lake Trail.
● Forest Service Waterfall Trail #4344 information describes the trail as a 0.69-mile accessible trail in the Wildhorse Canyon area.

Library Program Idea
Lead a Waterfall Wonder Notes activity. Begin with a read-aloud about water, walk slowly, pause for a listening
minute, sketch movement lines for the creek, and end by sharing one sound word.


